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The Department of Occupational Health and Safety 
Emergency Response Flow Chart 

Definition:  For the purpose of this flow chart and in order to stay consistent with emergency planning language used in the University Hospital Emergency Management Plan, the term “emergency response” refers to an event or 
series of events, natural, technological or man-made (terrorism), that OH&S can not address through day-to-day operating procedures and necessitates activation of the OH&S Command Center (CC) .  However, this flow chart will 
also address emergencies that may not require activation of the CC, but still require an organized response with clear lines of communication between divisions and specific decision points. 
 

Telephone assessment 

Division response plan or 
procedures implemented, 
i.e. Bio, Chem, Rad, Gen 

Business Hours Non-Business Hours Notification: 
Initial reports of an incident may come to the OH&S office from: 

1. UAB Police to Admin staff 
2. Hospital Call Center to Admin staff 
3. Pager: Emergency Type D Code_____ (Hospital) 
4. HMF on-call pager or cell phone 
5. Radiation Safety on-call pager or cell phone 
6. UAB staff calls OH&S Admin staff  
7. UAB staff calls specific OH&S staff directly 

Call comes to 
Admin staff 

OH&S Directors paged to 
report to Command Center 
for instructions.  All other 

staff paged to report 
readiness to Directors. 

Emergency Type D 
Code ___ 

Telephone assessment 

Notification: 
An after hours incident report may come from: 

1. UAB Police to specific OH&S staff at home or on pager 
2. Hospital Call Center to specific OH&S staff at home or pager 
3. Emergency Type D Code_____ Page (Hospital) 
4. HMF on-call pager or cell phone 
5. Radiation Safety on-call pager or cell phone 

Limited Response Required 

OH&S Command 
Center Activated 

Emergency Response Call 
Checklist used to triage call 

Call routed to appropriate 
staff for follow-up and 

initial on-site assessment 

OH&S Directors paged to 
report to Command Center 
for instructions.  All other 

staff paged to report 
readiness to Directors. 

OH&S Command 
Center Activated 

Full report submitted to 
AVP OH&S HMF staff report to 

Facility and respond to ED 
ASAP if decon indicated. 

Division response plan or 
procedures implemented, 
i.e. Bio, Chem, Rad, Gen 

Limited Response Required. 
Appropriate additional staff 

notified 

Call routed to appropriate 
staff for follow-up and 

initial on-site assessment 

Full report submitted to 
AVP OH&S 

NOTE: 
Some after hours activities are not considered 
part of this emergency response plan and do 
not require this process, i.e., radiation patient 
room cleanups, radiation patient surveys, 
small mercury or other small chemical spills, 
etc.  All after hours incidents that involve 
UAB Police and/or B’ham Fire and 
Rescue, property damage and/or personal 
injury must also include General Safety. 

Administrative Notification: 
Primary or secondary responsible party for 
the laboratory or department/building. 
The AVP for OH&S must be notified of all 
after hours incidents. 
VP for Research shall only be notified by 
AVP OH&S or designee. 
AVP for Facilities and VP for Administration 
will also be notified by AVP OH&S or 
designee.  Other possible notifications 
include: 

• RO or ARO 
• Media Relations 
• Risk Management and Insurance 


